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Frank Ocean Wins 7 Year Chess Game Against Def Jam Records 
in streaming exclusive deal with Apple Music 

 
Newark, DE, February 28, 2019— In 2009, R&B singer and songwriter Frank Ocean signed a 
three-album contract with Def Jam Records, a subsidiary of Universal Music Group. However, 
with bigger artists on the rise, Ocean was put on the back burner and was given very little 
resources and support from the label. Feeling suppressed, Ocean decided to record and release 
his own mixtape, Nostalgia Ultra, independently in 2011. After becoming an underground hit, 
Def Jam became interested in Ocean and decided to release two of the songs from the mixtape 
as singles under Def Jam Records for Ocean’s “first album”.  
 
After the success of the singles, Ocean demanded one million dollars and full creative control 
for his debut studio album, Channel Orange, in 2012. This was his second album under Def Jam. 
After the huge success of the album and a few Grammy’s later, Ocean began working on his 
next project. He was quiet for four years while working on music with only a few features and 
singles in between.  
 
Throughout 2016, Ocean dropped hints about his next album. In August, he began a 140-hour 
livestream that led into the release of his third album Endless, an Apple Music exclusive on the 
19th. It was rumored that Ocean was paid 20 million for the streaming exclusive. “That man 
figured out how to finesse the record industry, but people don’t talk about that. It took that 
man 2 years to do that sh*t. And then Blonde, he already got a 20-million-dollar check from 
Apple from that sh*t, which he didn’t have to give any of that sh*t back to the label because he 
was already out of his deal once he gave them Endless,” said rapper, ASAP Rocky, in a Power 
105.1 interview in 2018.  
 
The album Endless closed Ocean’s three album contact with Def Jam leaving him free to release 
music independently again. The day after Endless was released, Ocean put out his next album, 
Blonde. Blonde made Ocean over 2 million dollars, for which he kept all the profits, while 
Endless, the Apple Music Exclusive only made around $150,000 for the label. Since then, 
Universal Music Group has put all streaming exclusives on hold. 
 
 


